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Amendme"*g to the Claims;: 

This listing of claims "ill replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Ti^npnf Claims: 

1 (currently amended) A variable-resistance element comprising a resistor andasliding 
contact mat slides on a surface of the resistor, the resistor comprising: 

a first resistor layer comprising carbon black and a first reinforcing material dispersed in 
a binder resin; and 

a second resistor layer comprising carbon black and a second reinforcing material 
dispersed in a binder resin, the second reinforcing material having a smaller average parade size 
than the first reinforcing material, 

wherein the second resistor layer is disposed on the first resistor layer, 
ghgrggj &g averag e m&te *™ of ^in forcmr materia] is not less than Q.l 

|rm but less than 1 um, 

whRfftin the secop H ^forcin g matmal comprises spherical particles, 

g^ria thg ggcond resist l.ver mmes into contact wjlft ft* sliding contact, and 

-.vherftin the sec ond reinforcing malerial is thermal black. 

2-3. (canceled) 

4 (original) The variable-resistance element according to claim 1, wherein the content of 
the second reinforcing malerial in the second resistor layer is 5 to 30 percent by volume. 



5. (original) The variable-resistance element according to claim 1, wherein toe average 
particle size of the first reinforcing material is in the range of 1 to 10 um. 
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6. (original) The variable-resistance element according to claim 5, wherein the first 
reinforcing material comprises pulverized carbon fibers. 
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